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chosen grenadiers, twelve thousand men strong, and commanded by Jnnot, was destined to form a sort of advanced guard, and to commence the descent. I witnessed the formation of that magnificent corps, which the Emperor himself pronounced to be ALMOST FINER THAN HIS GUARDS.* I know the unremitting attention which Junot bestowed on those admirable troops; I saw Napoleon in the midst of them; and the recollections connected with that period are deserving of a place in these Memoirs.
During the time he was at Arras, Junot effected some changes in the dress of the grenadiers, which were at the time considered very important, and subsequently extended to the whole army.
While reviewing the troops one very rainy day, he could not help remarking that the cocked hats which the men then wore were not only very absurd, but very inconvenient. On his return home, Junot began to muse on the miserable condition of his poor grenadiers, who were drenched to the skin in consequence of the rain dripping from their cocked hats. It was Junot's wish that all troops of the line should wear either shakos or grenadier caps, and that this regulation should extend even to the cavalry, with the exception of the dragoon helmets. But a formidable difficulty presented itself, which was to get rid of queues and hair powder in the army; for, to tell the truth, the introduction of cropped hair was Junot's principal object in endeavoring to reform the hats, the inconvenient form of which wonderfully aided his plan.
(<What an odious thing it is," said he, <(to see a soldier on a rainy day, his coat covered with white greasy paste, his straggling hair tied by a knot of dirty ribbon, and his head surmounted by an ugly felt hat, which protects the wearer neither from wind, sun, nor rain I And for all this the soldier has an allowance of ten sous per week, which might be much better applied to the purchase of linen and shoes. Cropped hair, too, would be conducive both to health and cleanliness. The change is therefore desirable from every point of view."
Junot mentioned his scheme to the officers of his staff, and all decidedly approved of it. For a considerable
* These were Napoleon's words the first time he reviewed the troops. The guards he alluded to were subsequently called la vuillc Garde^ and were the finest corps in the army.